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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council, 
Atherstone. 


•Gentlemeiij 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  as  for 

the  year  igii,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  found  satisfactory. 

\'ITAL  STATISTICS. — This  year  we  are  relieved  from  the  neces- 
sity of  estimating  the  probable  increase  in  the  population,  as  we  have 
the  accurate  information  derived  from  the  recent  Census  taken  in  April 
last.  The  iropulation  of  your  district  was  found  to  be  iQ,  133,  as  com- 
pared with  16,356  in  igoi,  which  shows  an  increase  of  2,822,  from 
which,  however,  must  be  deducted  the  45  decrease  in  Grendon  parish, 
showing  therefore  a nett  increase  of  2,777.  The  estimated  population, 
18,810,  for  last  year,  on  which  the  statistics  were  based,  was  probably 
a little  below  the  mark,  but  scarcely  important  enough  to  reciuire  an 
alteration  of  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  as  then  shown. 

It  will  perhaps  be  interesting  and  useful  if  I give  the  population 
of  each  parish,  as  shown  by  the  April  census,  and  compare  the  figures 
with  those  of  igoi  : — 


COMPARISON  OF  POPULATION. 


I go  I 

igii 

Increase 

Decrease 

.Atherstone 

5248 

5607 

359 

Ansley  

1263 

1850 

587 

Bacldesley  Ensor 

1121 

1364 

243 

Baxterley 

336 

3g3 

57 

Bentley  

272 

8 

Grendon  

738 

6g3 

0 

45 

Hartshill  

2450 

448 

Mancetter 

548 

703 

155 

Merevale  

107 

1 10 

3 

Oldbury  

64 

72 

8 

Polesworth 

4665 

56ig 

954 

16356 

19133 

2S22 

45 

Nett  Increase, 

2,777. 

4 


BIRTHS. — The  number  of  births  registered  was  533 — 255  boys  and 
27S  girls.  Of  these  14  were  illegitimate,  6 girls  and  8 boys.  The 
533  births  calculated  on  the  corrected  population  of  19,133,  shows  a 
Birth  Rate  of  27.85,  a falling  off  of  3.46  from  last  year,  and  the  lowest 
recorded  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  excess  of  births,  533, 

over  deaths,  247,  gives  a nett  increase  to  the  population  of  286,  a 
diminution  of  84  as  compared  with  last  year. 

DEATHS. — The  number  of  deaths,  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages 
and  after  adding  the  transferable  deaths  of  Atherstonians  dying  from 
home,  was  247,  which  calculated  on  the  19,133  population,  gives  a death 
rate  of  12.90,  an  increase  of  0.26  over  last  year,  but  still  1.64  below 
the  average  death  rate  of  the  preceeding  10  years. — Of  the  247  deaths 
no  fewer  than  33  occurred  from  Tuberculosis  in  one  form  or  another,. 
Pulmonary  Phthisis  being  accountable  for  13.  I will  refer  to  this 
again  when  speaking  of  the  housing  accommodation.  A vigorous 
campaign  has,  as  you  know,  been  begun  against  this  insidious  and 
terrible  disease,  so  that  aided  by  the  new  regulations  as  to  Notification, 
and  the  prospect  of  Sanatoria  for  the  reception  of  Phthisical  patients 
l)eing  provided  within  the  next  two  years,  we  may  hope  to  grapple  with 
the  disease  more  promptly  and  effectually,  and  so  save  many  valuable 
lives.  Another  terrible  and  much  dreaded  disease — Cancer — claimed 
no  fewer  than  15  victims,  chiefly  in  advanced  years.  Steady  work  is 
being  done  in  the  elucidation  of  the  mysterious  origin  and  spread  of 
all  types  of  Malignant  disease,  there  are  hopes,  therefore,  that  within 
‘he  next  decade  we  may  see  a sensible  decrease  in  the  number  of 
sufferers  from  this  dread  malady. 


COMPARATIVE  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES  IN 
SEPARATE  PARISHES. 


I9II 

Births 

Deaths 

Pop  igoi 

Parish 

Pop. 

Regtd. 

Rate 

Regtd. 

Rate 

5248 

Atherstone 

...  5607 

144 

25.68 

77 

13-73 

1263 

Anslev 

1850 

58 

31-35 

26 

14.05 

I I 2 I 

Baddesley 

...  1364 

43 

31-52 

18 

13-12 

336 

Baxterley 

393 

18 

45.80 

5 

15-26 

264 

Bentley 

6 

22.05 

7 

25-73 

738 

Grendon 

693 

i6 

23.08 

17 

24-53 

2002 

Hartshill 

2450 

66 

26.93 

25 

10.20 

548 

Mancetter 

703 

n j 

29.87 

7 

9-95 

107 

Merevale 

1 10 

0 

27.27 

0 

0.00 

64 

Oldbury 

72 

0 

I 

13-88 

4665 

Polesworth 

5619 

,58 

28. 1 1 

64 

11-39 

16356 

19133 

533 

27-85 

247 

1 2.90 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE.— There  were  45  deaths  from  this  class  of 


disease,  as  follows:  — 

Measles  20 

Scarlet  Fever  7 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  2 

Diarrhoea  9 

Enteritis  4 

Puerperal  Fever  i 


45 

This  gives  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  2.35 — the  highest  that  has  been 
recorded  for  many  years. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic  I will  discuss  later  on  under  the  head- 
ing of  Infectious  Diseases.  The  deaths  from  Measles  were  chiefly  in 
the  parishes  of  Hartshill  and  Ansley,  where  the  disease  was  epidemic 
last  Spring.  The  closing  of  the  Council  Schools  for  three  weeks  was 
effective  in  cutting  short  the  outbreak. 

INFANT  MORTALITY’. — During  1911  no  fewer  than  57  children 
died  before  attaining  their  first  birthday.  Calculated  on  a birth  register 
of  533  gives  an  infantile  death  rate  of  106  per  1,000  of  the  number  born, 
an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  over  that  of  last  year.  An  analysis 
of  the  57  deaths  shows,  however,  that  15  were  of  infants  who  had  sur- 
vived their  birth  only  a few  hours ; ten  succumbed  during  the  period 
of  early  dentition  (6-9  months),  and  four  again  due  to  Zymotic  disease 
(Measles),  so  possibly  the  increase  is  explainable.  In  several  areas 
the  notification  of  births  within  48  hours  is  now  made  compulsory,  the 
advantage  being  that  the  names  being  sent  on  to  the  Lady  Health 
V isitors,  they  are  able  to  visit  the  homes  and  advise  the  mothers  as  to 
the  judicious  treatment  of  tender  infants.  Careful  nursing  during 
the  first  month  or  six  weeks  of  a child’s  life  is  of  immense  importance 
to  the  infant,  and  might  easily  turn  the  balance  in  favour  of  a healthy 
childhood.  We  are  pretty  well  “used  up”  with  various  notifications 
in  this  district,  but  if  your  Council  thought  well  to  adopt  the  “Birth 
Notifications,”  I would  gladly  help  on  the  w'ork,  as  I know  from  ex- 
perience the  value  of  skilled  advice  in  the  earliest  stages  of  a child’s 
existence.  The  causes  of  Infantile  Mortality  were  as  follows; — 


Measles  5 

Whooping  Cough  i 

Diarrhcea  3 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis  4 

Premature  Birth  15 

Marasmus  6 


6 


Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  7 

Tuberculosis  4 

Convulsions  4 

Other  Causes  8 


57 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — During  iqii,  I received^notifications 
of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  within  your  district.  This  is  a decided 
improvement  on  the  356  cases  of  1910,  but  I must  confess  to  being 
disappointed  that  the  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic,  which  has  lasted  from 
iQog,  has  not  been  conquered  as  I ventured  to  prophesy  in  my 
last  report  would  be  the  case.  Of  the  25 1 Infectious  cases, 

212  were  due  to  Scarlet  Fever 

18  ,,  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria 

IQ  ,,  ,,  ,,  Erysipelas. 

I ,,  ,,  Typhoid. 

I ,,  ,,  ,,  Puerperal  Fever. 

Referring  first  to  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases.  The  epidemic  com- 
menced in  September,  1909,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  regis- 
tered 28  cases.  In  1910  there  were  320  cases,  and  during  last  year 
212,  or  560  cases  since  the  first  outbreak.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing 
there  have  been  38  cases  notified  in  1912,  therefore  we  may  debit  the  epi- 
demic with  600  cases  in  all,  and  so  far  as  I can  judge  it  seems  likely 
to  resist  all  efforts  for  its  suppression.  The  cases  of  1911  are  distributed 
through  the  district  as  under : — • 


Atherstone 

54 

Anslcv  

0 1 

Baddesley  

Baxterlev  

6 

Bentley  

5 

Grendon  

8 

Hartshill  

17 

Merevale  

Polesworth 

64 

212 

In  iQio  the  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  the  Polesworth  district, 
where  they  had  196  cases,  the  disease  gradually  extending  to  Ather- 
stone,  causing  11 1 cases.  At  the  close  of  1910,  and  beginning  of  1911. 
the  fever  abated  considerably  in  Polesworth,  and  by  October  last  hardly 
a case  existed.  Then  it  began  to  develope  in  Hartshill,  Ansley,  and 
Baddesley ; latterly,  and  at  the  present  time,  Atherstone  is  the  greatest 
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sufferer.  During  these  same  periods  1 gathered  from  the  official 
returns  of  the  l.ocal  Government  Board,  that  in  all  the  areas  to 
the  South-West  of  us  Scarlet  Fever  was  very  prevalent,  even  more 
so  than  in  our  own  district,  possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  we  had 
suffered  more  in  igio. 

The  outbreak  has  caused  me  considerable  anxiety,  and  with  the 
hope  of  checking  the  epidemic  I have  made  numerous  visitations  to 
the  r'arious  infection  areas,  and  endeavoured  to  impress  on  the  people 
the  importance  of  care  in  dealing  with  the  infected  patients.  At  my 
recommendation  several  of  the  Council  Schools  in  the  neighbourhood 
have  been  closed  for  periods  of  3 weeks  and  upwards.  By  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  clergy  and  ministers  I have  also  had  the  Sunday  Schools 
closed  simultaneously.  The  buildings  have  been  disinfected  by  means 
of  Formic  Aldehyde,  and  at  the  same  time  thorough  cleaning  has  been 
advised  and  complied  with.  Bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  have  been  effec- 
tuallv  disinfected  by  means  of  a Thresh’s  Steam  Disinfector;  sleep- 
ing-rooms and  premises  from  which  patients  have  been  removed  have 
been  very  thoroughly  disinfected  both  by  the  vapour  and  spray  of 
Formic  Aldehyde,  yet  still  we  have  to  confess  to  failure,  inasmuch 
as  the  fever  is  still  with  us.  It  seems  almost  as  if  the  disease  will 
have  to  exhaust  itself,  after  which  the  nidus  being  used  up  we  may 
expect  immunity  for  some  years  to  come. 

FE\’ER  CASES  TO  HOSPITAL. — Of  the  251  cases  of  Fever  only 
70  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  a disproportion  which  requires  a word  or 
two  of  explanation.  The  tenancy  of  the  Mancetter  Hospital  expired  on 
the  29th  September  last.  During  our  15  years’  occupation  the  place  had 
naturally  become  the  worse  for  wear,  and  as  the  terms  of  tenancy- 
required  the  premises  to  be  left  in  good  condition,  considerable  repairs 
were  necessary  before  giving  up  possession.  These  could  not  be  done 
whilst  patients  were  in  residence ; it  was  therefore  resolved  to  admit 
no  new  cases  after  15th  July,  and  in  consequence  all  the  patients 
were  discharged  by  the  end  of  August.  The  new'  premises  at  Archer’s 
Hill  were  to  have  been  ready  by  the  end  of  September,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  were  not  completed  until  November,  so  that  we  were 
compelled  to  refuse  admission  to  patients  from  isth  July  to  21st 
October.  Curiously  enough  the  cases  of  fever  reported  were  less  in 
number  during  those  three  months  than  in  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year,  when  removal  was  the  routine  practice.  The  enforced  home 
nursing  was  an  excellent  object  lesson  in  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
of  “Fer-er  NurHiu/ and  did  much  to  raise  the  appreciation  of  the 
Hospital  in  the  estimation  of  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  patients. 

The  case  of  Tijphoid  or  Enteric  Fever  recpiires  a word  or  two.  It 
occurred  in  Hartshill  ^ icarage.  The  patient,  a domestic  servant  in 
the  service  of  a clergyman  who  was  acting  as  locum  tenens  to  the 
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incumbent,  took  fever  on  the  25th  August.  There  appeared  to  be 
some  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis,  for  it  was  primarily  reported  to  me  as 
being  “ScarleV’ ; the  certificate  was,  however,  withdrawn  on  the  27th, 
and  “Enteric”  substituted  on  the  28th.  As  the  Isolation  Hospital  was 
(as  has  already  been  explained)  not  available,  and  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  being  urgent,  the  patient  was  removed  to  the  Union  Work- 
house  Infirmary,  and  a special  nurse  engaged  to  attend  to  her.  She 
made  a good  recovery,  and  was  able  to  return  to  her  home  in  Chelten- 
ham in  three  weeks.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  \'icarage  was 
examined,  and  several  defects  remedied,  but  the  actual  source  of  in- 
fection could  not  be  satisfactorily  demonstrated. 

The  case  of  Puti-peral  Femr  occurred  in  Atherstone,  in  the  person 
of  a young  wife  in  her  first  childbirth.  The  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings of  the  case  were  very  sad.  The  premises  were  new,  scru- 
pulously clean,  and  well  kept,  and  all  sanitary  arrangements  were  in 
good  order,  no  cause  could  be  found  in  this  direction  to  account  for 
the  infection.  The  case  was  reported  in  due  course  to  the  County- 
Medical  Officer,  who  through  his  Lady  Health  \’isitor,  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated the  case,  and  dealt  wdth  the  midwife  in  attendance. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. — In  my  last  year’s  report  I complained 
of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Mancetter  Hospital.  I am,  there- 
fore, very  pleased  indeed  to  be  able,  this  year,  to  congratulate  your  Coun- 
cil on  possessing  a very  compact,  well-planned,  and  efficient  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Archer’s  Hill,  Grendon.  It  consists  of  two  capital  wards, 
each  capable  of  accommodating  12  patients,  and  as  provision  has  been 
made  for  dividing  these  wards  again,  by  means  of  a shuttered  parti- 
tion, the  scope  and  usefulness  of  the  wards  are  much  enhanced.  At 
present  only  one  ward  (B)  has  been  furnished,  but  the  completion  of 
ward  A will  be  much  easier  in  comparison,  as  nothing  will  be  re- 
ciuired  except  bedsteads,  and  two  or  three  articles  of  furniture.  The 
administrative  block  is  adjacent,  and  is  well  suited  for  the  work  of  the 
caretakers  and  nurses  when  any  are  in  residence.  I am  glad  to  say 
we  now  possess  a very  efficient  steam  disinfector  (Thresh’s  patent), 
so  that  we  are  able  to  deal  with  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  on  our  own 
premises — a great  saving  of  expense  seeing  that  in  the  past  all  arti- 
cles had  to  be  conveyed  to  Nuneaton,  and  their  charges  paid  in  ad- 
dition to  cost  of  cartage.  The  apparatus  seems  to  work  well,  and  will 
doubtless  be  exceedingly  useful.  We  have  also  a well  eciuipped 
Laundry,  with  ample  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water,  and  every  facility 
for  dealing  promptly  with  soiled  linen. 

A system  of  sewage  disposal  has  also  been  adopted,  with  the  neces- 
sary filter  and  distributing  machinery,  whilst  the  effluent  is  carried 
on  to  the  adjoining  land,  by  which  time  it  is  inocuous. 
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One  of  the  old  wards  from  Mancetler — a timber-framed  structure 
with  galvanised  iron  roof — has  been  re-erected  at  Archer’s  Hill,  and 
as  the  Council  kindly  sanctioned  the  erection  of  a small  kitchen  ad- 
joining, we  have  now  a ward  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
or  Typhoid  quite  apart  from  the  main  building,  which  is  at  present 
devoted  to  Scarlet  Fever.  By  means  of  the  “Mancetter”  Ward,  I was 
able  to  admit  a few  urgent  cases  of  fever  in  October  last,  and  now  that 
we  have  “removed'’  to  the  main  building  I have  been  able  to  accom- 
modate altogether  27  cases,  of  which  two  died,  12  were  discharged,  and 
13  are  at  present  under  treatment. 

I am  very  pleased  to  have  such  a building  to  assist  in  overcoming 
infectious  disease,  and  I feel  sure  that  when  we  are  fairly  settled 
in,  and  accustomed  to,  our  new  surroundings,  the  place  will  be  an 
immense  boon  both  to  the  sanitary  officials  and  to  the  patients  need- 
ing its  shelter.  I am,  however,  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  useful- 
ness of  an  Isolation  Hospital,  so  far  as  checking  an  epidemic  is  con- 
cerned, is  demonstrated  within  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  outbreak. 
If  it  fails  to  arrest  the  spread  of  the  disease  it  becomes  then  simply 
a nursing  home,  where  skilled  attention  and  hygienic  surroundings 
tend  to  aid  the  recovery  of  the  patien^,  and  minimise  the  risk  of  a 
fatal  issue. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Like  many  other  small  towns  we  were  inconve- 
nienced by  a deficienc\'  in  the  water  supply  during  the  exceptionally 
hot  and  dry  summer.  The  Rainfall  of  the  year  was  15.67  inches,  as 
compared  with  an  annual  average  of  24  inches,  a deficiency  of  Q.67 
inches — and  ev'en  the  15.67  were  only  reached  in  December,  during 
which  month  we  had  a fall  of  three  inches,  so  that  for  ii  months 
of  the  year  the  total  rainfall  was  only  12.67;  naturally  the  springs 
ran  dry,  and  the  Council’s  well  showed  a shortage  of  about  14,000 
gallons  a da\'.  This,  of  course,  necessitated  care  and  economy  in  the 
distribution  of  the  town’s  supply,  but  owing  to  the  prompt  and  careful 
attention  as  to  regulating  the  supply  and  shutting  off  the  mains  during 
night,  and  also  occasionally  in  the  day  time,  a water  famine  was 
averted  ; fortunateh'  we  were  spared  the  disaster  of  a Fire,  or  the 
conditions  would  have  been  serious  in  the  extreme.  I was  happy  to 
learn  that  in  October  last  the  Council  became  the  owners  of  a piece 
of  land  which  they  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  Grendon  estate.  This 
area,  selected  by  Professor  Lapworth,  a geological  expert,  is  said  to 
contain  springs  capable  of  supplying  an  almost  unlimited  ejuantity  of 
good  water.  If  in  due  course  these  springs  are  tapped,  and  the  water 
proves  to  be  of  good  quality,  the  acquisition  will  be  an  inestimable 
boon  to  the  whole  district,  for  the  “Water  question’  has  been  a diffi- 
cult one  for  many  years,  and  a permanent  solution  is  much  to  be 
desired. 
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This  is  probably  the  best  place  in  which  to  mention  the  C|uestion 
of  the  piiritj  of  our  present  supply.  It  will  be  remembered  that  since 
the  Atherstonc  supply  temporarily  failed,  and  had  to  be  augmented 
by  water  from  the  Baddesley  Colliery  pumirings,  a considerable 
quantity  of  Ferric  Oxide  has  been  found  in  the  water.  Frequent 
complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the  objectionable  colour  of  the  water, 
besides  its  unpleasant  effects  in  the  staining  of  linen,  etc.  These  ob- 
jectionable properties  were  specially  noticeable  and  accentuated  in 
the  water  supplied  to  the  New  Hospital,  where  its  use  is  (in  conse- 
(iuence)  almost  impossible.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  sup- 
ply to  Archer’s  Hill  is  derived  directly  from  the  Baddesley  source, 
and  has  no  admixture  of  Ansley  water  from  the  Atherstone  Reservoir, 
the  presence  of  the  Iron  Oxide  is  in  consequence  much  more  marked. 

I am  pleased  to  be  informed  that  at  last  arrangements  have  been 
made,  and  an  agreement  entered  into,  between  the  Dugdale  Trustees, 
the  Atherstone  Rural  District  Council,  and  the  Tamworth  Council  (who 
also  use  the  Baddesley  water  for  the  supply  of  Hurley  and  Kingsbury), 
for  the  laying  dowm  of  a duplicate  set  of  Candy  and  Co.’s  Filters, 
which  it  is  claimed  will  effectively  remove  all  the  objectionable  Iron 
particles.  The  filters  are  at  present  in  course  of  construction,  and 
will  be,  I hope,  in  actual  operation  within  S or  lo  weeks  from  now. 

SEA’AGE  DISPOSAL  does  not  require  any  length\-  comment.  The 
new  outfall  works  at  Polesworth  are,  I am  informed,  working  fairly 
well  although  like  all  new  schemes  have  had  occasional  temporary 
failures  and  interruptions.  They  promise,  however,  to  be  an  eventual 
success,  and  must  of  necessity  be  a great  help  in  removing  the  sewage 
of  Polesworth,  and  rendering  it  inocucus,  and  so  improving  the  general 
health. 

In  Atherstone  the  sewage  works  are  satisfactory,  the  effluent  being 
discharged  into  the  river  near  the  Mythe  Bridge.  In  i88S,  when  I 
analysed  the  sewage  effluent  I found  it  to  be  chemically  purer  than 
the  stream  into  which  it  flotved.  I notice  that  Dr.  Hamilton  Wood, 
the  assistant  County  M.O.H.,  reported  much  the  same  results  a few 
days  ago. 

Mr.  Beck’s  report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  accompanies  this.  It  is 
more  extensive  than  last  year,  and  deals  very  fully  with  all  the  routine 
work  of  a sanitary  officer  in  coping  with  such  matters  as  stopped 
drains,  defective  paving,  ashpits  and  privies,  and  various  other  nui- 
sances, besides  the  Inspection  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Canal 
Boats,  Slaughter  Houses,  etc.  His  tabulated  forms  show  a consider- 
able amount  of  work  during  the  year,  although  a considerable  portion 
of  his  time  was  occupied  in  dealing  with  the  Fever  patients,  removing 
them  to  the  Hospital,  Disinfecting,  etc.  Since  January  of  this  year 
Ave  have  had  the  services  at  the  new  hospital  of  a Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Kinchin  as  caretakers.  They  appear  to  be  a very  suitable  couple, 
.and  as  their  duties  include  removal  of  patients,  disinfec- 
tion of  premises  and  beddinj;,  etc.,  Mr.  Beck  will  have  much  more  tinu; 
in  which  to  carry  on  the  systematic  routine  of  general  inspection  of 
his  district,  which  is  very  e.vtensive.  In  the  current  year  I am  hoping 
to  bring  under  your  notice  several  matters  relative  to  the  scavenging 
of  districts  that  are  at  present  neglected  in  that  respect.  If  we  'an 
imt  a respite  from  fever,  I think  we  shall  have  a much  better  report 
of  preventive  sanitary  action  to  show  next  year. 

The  usual  tabulated  forms  as  supplied  by  the  L.G.B.  are  appended 
from  which  more  e.xact  details  can  easily  be  procured. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING.— In  March  last  I was  appoint- 
ed your  medical  officer  to  superintend  the  carrying  out  of  this  Act,  and 
with  a view  to  making  myself  conversant  with  the  reciuirements  of  the 
town,  I have  made  a general  survey,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a locality  in  w'hich  the  “Housing  Act”  is 
more  needed,  or  where  a judicious  application  of  its  provisions  would 
be  more  beneficial. 

From  a sanitary  point  of  view  Atherstone  is  an  awkward  town  to 
<leal  with  ; its  peculiarly  cramped  area,  and  the  presence  of  a number 
of  courts,  or  yards,  render  supervision  somewhat  difficult.  To  a 
stranger  these  yards  and  their  surroundings  are  constant  sources  of 
criticism  and  comment,  and  the  ciuestion  always  is,  “Why  were  they 
allowed  to  be  built  in  such  a fashion,  and  why  are  they  not  disin- 
habited  and  closed  ? The  (juery  is  not  at  all  unnatural  for  even  a 
cursory  inspection  demonstrates  that  lhe_\'  are  not  hygienic,  and  that 
the  people  resident  in  them  labour  under  great  disabilities. 

I have  been  at  some  trouble  to  try  and  find  out  the  origin  of  the 
system  of  enclosed  yards,  for  although  their  present  cxiMeiK-e  is  of 
more  importance  than  their  origin,  still  there  are  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  ownershi|5  of  the  yards  which  render  the  sanitary  man- 
£5^  agement  S6  them  somewhat  difficult.  So  to  get  a clear  view  of  these 
conditions  I have  sought  information,  and  I think  I have  obtained  a 
fa'.rly  satisfactory  explanation  as  to  how  they  came  into  existence; — 

In  the  early  part  of  the  i.Sth  Century  Atherstone  was  described  as 
being  “a  small  market  town  pleasantly  situated  on  the  slope  of  a hill 
“forming  part  of  the  Watling  Street;  well  wooded  to  the  North- 
“\V  est,  and  with  a fairly  large  stream  of  water  feeding  it  from  the 
“West  crossing  or  being  crossed  by  the  main  road  at  the  North  end 
“of  the  town  where  the  stream  (Innage  Brook)  formed  the  boundary 
“between  the  parish  of  Atherstone  and  those  of  Merevale  and  Grendon.” 

The  main  street  (Watling  Street)  had  several  substantial  houses 
<jn  either  side  of  the  road,  and  each  house  possessed  a garden  or  open 
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ground  in  the  rear,  reaching  in  almost  every  instance  from  the  VVat- 
ling  street  to  the  part  of  Coleshill  road  which  we  now  know  as  Station 
street,  or  on  the  other  side — from  the  main  street  back  to  the  Leices- 
tershire road  as  it  went  south  to  join  the  Nuneaton  turnpike. 

From  an  old  map  which  I was  privileged  to  see,  I find  that  the 
triangular  piece,  or  block,  of  land,  which  has  Hall  Lane 
as  the  base.  Station  street  on  one  side,  and  Long  street  on  the  other, 
with  the  apex  at  Mr.  Vero’s  garden,  showed  no  opening  whatever,  ex- 
cept one  public  lane  which  now  exists  as  Wood’s  or  Pawnbroker’s  'li'ard  ; 
this  is  still  the  only  road  through  which  the  public  can  claim  right 
of  way,  the  passing  through  any  of  the  present  yards  being  “trespass.’' 

Although  Atherstone  had  at  that  time  no  leading  manufacture  as 
now,  there  were  several  local  industries,  such  cotton-cloth  weaving, 
ribbon  weaving  (probably  introduced  by  Hugenot  refugees),  together 
with  tanneries,  maltkilns,  small  breweries,  cooperage,  flour  mills,  tallow 
chandlers,  doggers,  and  nailers,  trades  carried  on  more  for  the  con- 
venience of  local  reciuirements  than  for  general  trading. 

Then  about  1750  or  1760  the  hatting  industry  was  introduced  into 
Atherstone.  In  the  infancy  of  the  trade,  with  little  or  no  machinery 
and  the  crudest  of  materials,  the  process  was  laborious,  and  entirely 
manual.  No  special  premises  were  in  existence,  so  that  the  business 
was  at  that  time  almost  entirely  a home  industry,  carried  on  under 
great  difficulties.  One  can  imagine  that  kitchens,  outhouses,  stables, 
etc.,  were  all  pressed  into  the  service.  A further  deterrent  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  trade  was  the  curious  restriction  that  no  master  hatter 
was  to  employ  more  than  two  apprentices.  This  led  to  the  plan 
of  sub-letting  work  to  the  better  class  workmen  or  foremen,  who  be- 
came “Little  masters,”  who  were  in  turn  allowed  two  apprentices. 
This  practice,  although  it  provided  for  an  increase  in  skilled  labour, 
at  the  same  time  doubled  the  demand  for  working  premises  and 
dwellings.  With  this  demand  came  the  opportunity  for  the  owners 
of  the  houses,  already  described,  to  utilize  the  large  gardens  and  plots 
of  land  for  the  building  of  common  premises  in  which  the  hatting 
business  could  be  carried  on  and  increased,  and  so  skilled  labour  be- 
came more  necessary,  and  was  probably  impored,  dwellings  being  erec- 
ted in  close  proximity  to  the  work.  In  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, when  larger  premises  and  steam  power  became  necessary,  fac- 
tories were  established,  and  the  temporary  buildings  which  had  been 
hurried  1\’  erected  in  the  infancy'  of  the  trade,  were  converted  into  the 
dwellings  which  are  now  giving  trouble  to  Sanatarians. 

It  will  be  understood  now  that  as  these  premises  were  originally 
erected  on  private  ground,  they  are  in  an  exceptional  position  as  re- 
gards control  by  public  bodies,  but  if  my  information  is  correct  it  ex- 
plains the  origin  of  the  yards  which  are,  as  I have  already  remarked, 
an  enormous  handicap  in  health  administration. 
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To  enable  you  to  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  difficulty^  I have 
made  personal  inspection  of  each  yard,  and  each  house,  and  have  as- 
certained the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  have  grouped  them  as 
adults  and  juveniles,  the  latter  being  children  under  14.  There  are 
no  fewer  than  60  yards  in  the  town.  These  contain  415  houses,  in 
which  reside  1,839  people,  of  whom  1,104  are  adults,  and  735  children — 
371  boys  and  364  girls. 

You  already  know  that  by  last  census  Atherstone  contained  1,200 
houses,  and  had  a population  of  5,607,  therefore  it  follows  that  almost 
exactly  one-third  of  the  people  live  hidden  away  from  the  public  view, 
and  under  conditions  that  are  hardly  credible  to  any  one  who  has  not 
made  a visit  of  inspection. 


ATHERSTONE  YARDS. 


November,  igii. 
Population. 

No.  Name  of  Yard.  Houses  Ad.  Boys  Girls  Total. 


I 

Orton’s  

S 

13 

6 

4 

23 

-> 

Rumsey’s  

5 

10 

3 

3 

16 

3 

Garden  Row  

13 

31 

7 

4 

42 

4 

Clibbery’s  Yard  

4 

8 

1 

I 

10 

5 

Lagoe’s  

10 

20 

6 

7 

33 

6 

Ram  

9 

24 

6 

12 

42 

7 

Roger’s  

2 

8 

6 

4 

18 

8 

Crown  

2 

0 

2 

4 

Q 

Brown  Bear  

3 

6 

3 

4 

13 

10 

Wimbury’s  

2 

8 

0 

0 

8 

I I 

Hogg’s  

3 

0 

0 

3 

12 

Hand  and  Bottle  

8 

I 

1 1 

13 

Old  Plough  

5 

8 

7 

9 

24 

14 

Tavlor’s  

6 

0 

n 

8 

•5 

Hudson’s  

3 

7 

5 

4 

16 

16 

Cross  Kevs  

35 

I I 

8 

54 

17 

May’s  

4 

2 

4 

10 

18 

Black  Horse  

0 

22 

13 

6 

41 

19 

Lodging  House  

10 

30 

8 

10 

48 

20 

Dolphin  

5 

0 

3 

8 

21 

Cotton  Mill  

18 

43 

15 

I 2 

70 

0 ^ 

Cope’s  Buildings  

3 

7 

I 

0 

8 

23 

Barsbv’s  Y'ard  

5 

1 1 

5 

4 

20 

24 

Gisburn’s  Buildings 

'y 

7 

4 

4 

15 

25 

Hallam’s  Y'ard  

6 

17 

2 

6 

25 

26 

Simond’s  Buildings 

5 

17 

6 

4 

27 

14 


Population, 


No. 

Name  of  Yard, 

Mouses  Ad. 

Boy 

s Girls.  Total 

27 

Sale’s  Buildings  

7 

14 

2 

2 18 

28 

Kitchen’s  Buildings  

....  5 

17 

4 

2 23 

29 

Wool  Pack  Yard  

...  4 

14 

1 

I 16 

30 

Bond’s  

8 

4 

3 15 

31 

Allen's  

...  1 r 

32 

9 

12  53 

32 

Coach  and  Horses  

33 

17 

9 59 

33 

Hincks’  

. . . II 

28 

10 

3 41 

34 

Stevenson’s  

....  7 

17 

2 

•? 

35 

Winter’s  ! 

6 

2 

4 12 

36 

Black  Boy  

...  0 

0 

0 

0 0 

37 

Blue  Bell  

....  I 

2 

0 

0 2 

3S 

Wood’s  

....  4 

8 

I 

2 I I 

39 

Hand  and  Bottle  

..  14 

31 

9 

5 45 

40 

Nelson  

...  12 

32 

IS 

12  59 

41 

King’s  Arms  

.. . 11 

27 

14 

12  53 

42 

Druids  Arms  

...  12 

30 

22 

10  62 

43 

Partridges  

7 

16 

8 

10  34 

44 

Swan  and  Two  Necks  ... 

...  5 

15 

7 

9 31 

45 

Bingham’s  Row  

84 

18 

21  123 

46 

Collin’s  Yard  

...  13 

35 

17 

15  67 

47 

Woodman  

5 

1 

4 10 

4S 

\"ero’s  Terrace  

....  8 

25 

10 

9 44 

49 

Spencer’s  Buildings  

7 

0 

2 9 

50 

Avin’s  Yard  

....  18 

34 

13 

16  63 

51 

A’ero’s  

...  6 

20 

1 1 

6 37 

52 

Johnson’s  

6 

I 

2 9 

53 

Clarke's  

...  9 

20 

7 

II  38 

54 

White  Lion  

...  5 

I 2 

6 

2 20 

55 

\A’harf  

...  8 

22 

16 

9 47 

56 

Phoenix  

....  13 

r* 

9 

14  58 

57 

Angel  

....  6 

^2 

4 

4 30 

*58 

Innage  Terrace  

12 

49 

9 

18  76 

*59 

Vinrace’s  Row  

9 

25 

3 

8 36 

*60 

Mount  Pleasant  

....  6 

13 

I 

5 19 

415 

1 104 

371 

364  1839 

Average  per  House, 

4-43 

735 

*These  have  been  included  as  “yards,”  although  they  have  a fair 
amount  of  open  space,  for  they  stand  on  “private”  ground  ; have  same 
d'fficulty  of  access,  and  the  houses  tcxcept  Innage  Terrace)  have  only- 
one  door  and  no  through  ventilation. 
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28  Houses 

— 

72 

. , 

— 

57 

— 

74 

— 

62 

-- 

42 

— 

39 

— 

13 

— 

4 

• — 

3 

over 

‘5 

1 rarsDii  28 

2 ,,  144 

3 ..  171 

4 ..  296 

5 ..  310 

6 ,,  252 

7 ..  273 

8 ,,  168 

9 ..  117 

10  ,,  40 

10 

40 

1,83$^! 


First  let  me  enumerate  some  of  the  DISABILITIES  apart  entirely  from 
hygienic  questions  under  which  these  yard  dwellers  suffer.  The  situ- 
tion  and  construction  of  the  yards  are  such  that  the  entrances  to  them 
are  in  the  maiority  of  cases  bottle  necks;  that  is  to  say  a narrow 
passage  of  possibly  3 feet  wide  and  20  or  30  feet  long,  which  then  ad- 
mits to  the  yard  itself,  the  same  condition  is  repeated  at  the  other  end, 
so  the  contour  of  the  yard  is  possibly  that  of  a spindle ; others  again  are 
truly  bottles,  with  only  ont  entrance.  The  shape  of  the  yard  varies, 
but  the  inlets  are  uniformly  narrow.  The  ends  of  the  yards  are  closed 
by  the  high  houses  in  the  front  streets,  so  that  there  is  no  current 
of  air  through  the  court,  and  the  atmosphere  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houses  is  stagnant  and  impure.  Again,  there  are  only  two  yards  in 
the  town  into,  or  through,  which  you  could  drive  a cart  or  carriage. 
Consequently  when  furniture  or  heavy  goods  are  being  moved,  they 
can  only  be  brought  to  the  bottle  neck,  and  then  have  to  be  carried  to 
their  destination.  Sick  persons  requiring  removal  to  the  Hospital  have  to 
be  carried  to  the  Ambulance  or  Cab  in  the  main  street,  and  the  same 
has  to  be  done  for  the  corpse  in  case  of  funerals. 

Sanitary  conveniences  and  ashpits  are  grouped  under  one  roof  at  the 
least  conspicuous  part  of  the  yard.  The  ashpits,  which  are  now  emptied 
by  public  contractors,  involves  the  wheeling  of  the  contents  in  tubs  or 
galvanised  barrows  the  full  length  of  the  yard,  as  no  cart  can,  of 
course,  be  got  near  the  place.  In  one  yard  in  particular  the  operation 
of  emptying  the  dustbin  involved  20  or  25  journeys  of  the  barrow  laden 
with  filth,  during  w'hich  transit  it  passes  the  open  doors  of  15  houses, 
and  offends  the  noses  of  60  or  70  people. 

Although  the  various  deficiencies  w'hich  I have  enumerated  are 
serious  enough,  there  are  others  which  arc  peculiar  to  the  ownership 
of  the  properties.  If  you  have  followed  my  argument  as  to  the  origin 
of  these  yards,  you  will  remember  that  all  these  groups  of  houses 
stand  on  private  property,  and  that  no  one  has  a right  of  entry  or 
jtassage  through  the  yards  save  the  tenants,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to 
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see  a notice  board  to  that  effect  nailed  up  at  the  entrance  to  the  yard. 
In  j\Ir.  Kitchen’s  Yard,  at  174,  Kong  Street,  the  old  oak  door  which 
was  used  to  shut  out  intruders,  is  still  in  existence. 

The  effect  of  this  “Private  ownership”  is  that  as  the  yards  have 
not  been  dedic|ated  to  the  use  of  the  public,  they  cannot  be,  and  are 
not  cared  for  by  the  authorities,  daily  cleansing  and  sweeping  by  the 
roadmen  is,  of  course,  omitted,  and  what  is  everyone’s  business  becomes 
nobody’s,  and  the  result  is  that  the  yards  are  dirty  and  untidy. 

Then  again.  Police  watching  is  also  omitted.  A constable  has  no 
absolute  right  in  a yard  unless  called  upon  to  quell  a disturbance,  and 
although  no  doubt  the  policemen  look  in  occasionally,  the  regular 
patrol  is  not  given.  Lastly  and  by  no  means  least  important,  is  the 
fact  that  the  yards  are  not  lighted.  There  is  not  a gas  lamp  in  any 
of  the  60  yards  I have  visited,  and  for  the  same  reason,  they  are 
private  property,  and  the  Parish  Council  has  no  responsibility  as  to 
their  lighting,  scavenging,  or  watching.  So  much  for  the  Yards  them- 
selves. Now  a word  or  two  as  to  the  Houses^  which  comprise  the  yards. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  date,  and  reason  of  their  erection,  we  can 
understand  that  they  are  neither  of  elaborate  or  careful  architecture, 
or  built  of  very  solid  and  substantial  material,  so  that  any  very  exten- 
sive alterations  or  repairs  are  hardly  irossible.  Building  regulations 
and  bye  laws  were  unknown,  and  every  man  seems  to  have  been  a law 
unto  himself.  With  very  few  exceptions  the  houses  are  built  hack  in 
bacl'j  and  consequently  have  only  one  door  and  no  through  ventilation, 
besides  which  the  back  walls  are  not  common  to  the  two  houses,  but 
are  separated  by  a space  of  15  or  18  inches,  into  which  the  rain  off 
each  back  roof  constantly  drips,  and  so  establishes  a permanent 
source  of  dampness  in  the  houses. 

ACCOMMODATION. — Speaking  generally  the  house,  or  home, 
consists  of  one  downstairs  room  about  15ft,  by  12ft.,  off  which  is  taken  a 
concealed  staircase,  under  which  is  the  coal  cellar  and  larder,  generally 
in  one.  On  the  stair  head  a space  of  6ft.  by  6ft.  is  utilized  as  a chil- 
dren’s sleeping  place,  whilst  the  parents  occupy  the  only  bedroom, 
measuring  about  12ft.  by  loft.  The  height  of  the  rooms  seldom  reaches, 
and  never  exceeds,  8ft. 

In  some  of  the  yards  a wash-house  is  provided  for  every  three  or 
four  houses,  but  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  all  the  work  of  the  family 
— cooking,  washing,  sick  nursing,  and  possibly  the  home  life  of  a 
family  of  six  or  eight,  has  to  be  carried  on  in  this  one  small  room. 
The  state  of  the  atmosphere,  especially  if  the  one  door  has  to  be  kept 
closed  on  account  of  bad  weather,  can  easily  be  imagined. 

Facilities  which  are  common  enough  in  better  class  houses  are  un- 
heard of.  The  town  water  is  laid  on  to  a common  stand-pipe  in  the 
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yard,  but  a house  supply  is  unknown,  and  in  consequence  cleanliness 
both  personal  and  domestic,  is  apt  to  be  neglected.  Scullery  sinks 
are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule,  therefore  slop  water,  when  it  is 
not  thrown  out  of  door,  has  to  be  carried  to  the  nearest  gully,  which  is 
frequently  choked  and  overflowing.  There  is,  of  course,  no  provi- 
sion for  personal  bathing,  and  as  there  are  no  public  baths  in  the 
town  a good,  honest  “all  over”  wash  must  be  almost  a reminiscence 
of  childhood,  rather  than  a daily  or  weekly  experience. 

Cleaiilinei-f  is,  I know,  more  or  less  a personal  matter.  We  do 
meet  with  a cleanly  house  in  most  filthy  surroundings,  and  it  is  eciually 
true  that  a slovenly  and  untidy  woman  will  be  the  same  wherever  she 
may  dwell,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  give  ordinary  facilities  for  the  prac- 
tice of  cleanliness,  then  dirty  premises  or  surroundings  can  be  debited 
to  the  right  party.  There  is  one  more  aspect  to  which  I would  like 
to  draw  your  attention.  One  of  the  effects  of  this  constant  muddling  and 
overcrowding  is  that  privacy  is  difficult,  so  that  shortly  the  finer  feel- 
ing of  modesty  and  decency  are  blunted,  and  that  way  lies  immorali- 
ty. The  lack  of  house  room,  and  the  grey,  cheerless  outlook,  is  very 
depressing  to  the  overworked  housewife,  who  becomes  disheartened ; 
the  man,  after  a day’s  work,  does  not  find  much  comfort  or  cleanli- 
ness at  home,  and  so  goes  out  to  find  brighter  surroundings  and  more 
congenial  company,  and  in  that  direction  are  found  intemperance  and 
improvidence. 

From  the  list  of  houses  which  I have  just  submitted,  it  will  be 
gathered  that  although  there  are  several  cases  of  overcrowding,  the 
average  occupancy  is  only  4.34  per  house,  but  the  defect  or  defects 
that  I find  most  intense  are,  the  huddling  together  of  so  many  houses 
and  so  many  people  on  such  close,  confined,  badly-ventilated  areas. 
Density  of  population  is  as  great  a sanitary  defect  as  overcrowding 
is  in  the  case  of  individual  houses.  Take  for  example  one  yard  in 
the  town,  which  I purposely  had  measured.  The  area  (including  the 
house  sites  on  each  side  of  the  yard)  is  78  by  14  yards  =i,og2  square 
yards,  and  on  that  space  there  are  22  houses,  in  which  live  123  people; 
that  works  out  to  545  persons  to  the  acre.  From  the  Birmingham 
M.O.H.  report  for  year  igio,  I find  that  their  most  crowded  ward  was 
St.  George’s,  in  which  the  density  of  population  was  160  to  the  acre. 
So  that  we  have  the  unenviable  distinction  of  possessing  one  area  3^ 
times  more  crowded  than  the  worst  ward  in  our  chief  town. 

NOW  AS  TO  THE  EFFECT  OF  THESE  INSANITARY 
CONDITIONS  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  — In 
these  days  when  Elementary  Physiology  is  taught  in  al- 
most every  school,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  you  that  the  vigour 
of  the  body  depends  chiefly  on  the  purity  of  the  blood,  which  is  at  once 
the  carrier  of  nutriment  to  the  organs  and  tissues,  and  the  remover  of 
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their  impurities.  It  is  therefore  self-evident  that  if  the  blood  be  it- 
self impure,  its  functions  are  imperfectly  diacharged,  and  the  body  as 
a whole  suffers.  Further,  it  is  impossible  for  the  blood  to  be  thorough- 
ly oxygenated  ;ind  purified  if  the  lungs  are  filled  with  vitiated  air, 
or  air  deficient  in  oxygen.  The  condition  of  the  atmosphere  in 
these  yards  or  courts,  is  such  that  a high  grade  of  purit\'  is  not  pos- 
sible, and  in  consequence  the  purification  of  the  pulmonary  blood  is 
not  properly  effected,  and  as  a result  the  individual  health  suffers. 
This  is  evident  in  the  sallow,  anaemic  appearence  of  the  bulk  of  the 
children,  as  well  as  adolescents,  and  as  a consequence  we  get  debility, 
lassitude,  impaired  vitality  and  a proneness  to  fall  a victim  to  any 
Zymotic  disease  that  may  become  epidemic  in  the  town,  and  this  con- 
dition of  lowered  vitality  is  often  the  starting  point  of  Tuberculosis 
in  one  form  or  another.  From  a Flygienic  point  of  view,  the  provision 
of  Sanatoria,  although  an  excellent  idea  in  itself,  is  really  treating  the 
effect  rather  than  the  cause.  If  insanitary  areas  could  be  done  away  with, 
and  the  next  generation  be  allowed  to  grow  up  in  healthy  surround- 
ings, the  people  of  the  future  would  be  more  robust,  and  the  “white 
scourge”  w'ould  be  scotched  at  the  beginning  instead  of  the  end  of 
its  career. 

WHAT  HAVE  BEEN  THE  EFFECTS  OF  YARD  SUR- 
ROUNDINGS ON  THE  FIVES  OF  THE  PEOPLE  DURING 
igii? — During  the  year  there  were  77  deaths  in  Ather- 
stone,  which  now-  has  a population  of  5,607.  This  gives  a death  rate 
of  13-73  per  1,000,  but  of  these,  28  occurred  in  yards  with  an  aggre- 
gate population  of  1,839,  which  in  turn  means  a death  rate  of  15.22, 
and  that  of  the  remainder,  or  open  part  of  the  towm,  is  exncvly  13,  a 
diff'erence  of  2.22.  The  difference  in  juvenile  mortality  is  still  more 
marked,  as  might  be  expected,  seeing  that  children  are  more  sus- 
ceptible to  unhealth v conditions.  During  the  \'ear  18  children  died 
in  the  yards,  out  of  a juvenile  population  of  735,  whereas  in  the  open 
parts  of  the  town,  wdth  a population  almost  double,  onl\-  12  children 
were  lost.  This  seems  in  itself  to  show  chat  all  is  not  right. 

I have  known  Atherstone  “Courts”  for  more  than  25  years,  and  I 
can  bear  testimony  to  the  great  improvements  that  have  been  effected, 
but  things  are  still  far  from  satisfactory,  and  I submit  that  from  all 
points  of  view,  domestic  comfort,  sanitary  surroundings,  physical 
health,  and  morality,  there  is  an  urgency  for  still  further  effort. 

It  is,  1 know,  a ciuestion  bristling  with  difficulties,  and  the  query 
is,  what  can  we  do?  First,  under  one  or  other  of  the  stringent  re- 
c(uirements  of  the  Housing  Act,  a large  number  of  the  worst  of  these 
houses  could  be  closed,  but  w-hat  would  become  of  the  evicted  ten- 
ants? There  is  not  an  empty  cottage  in  Atherstone,  so  that  dis- 
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inhabiting  a number  of  small  houses  would  simply  accentuate  the 
overcrowding  in  other  areas  of  the  town.  Still,  I think  short  of  de- 
molition something  could  be  done  to  improve  matters.  1 would  sug- 
gest that,  if  possible,  the  Council  should  take  steps  to  acquire  sanitary 
power  over  the  yards,  irrespective  of  private  ownership,  and  by  taking 
one  or  two  yards  at  a time,  and  ordering  a complete  overhauling 
of  all  sanitary  arrangements,  together  with  i)ar'iiiij  and  and 

the  removal  of  any  disused  or  dilapidated  buildings,  the  surroundings 
would  be  much  improved.  But  as  I have  already  pointed  out  the 
chief  defect  is  the  enclosing  or  “shutting  in”  of  these  groups  of  houses, 
so  that  ventilation  is  almost  impossible.  The  most  effective  remedy 
would  be  to  take  down  the  houses  facing  the  main  street,  at  each  end 
of  the  court,  and  so  make  it  an  open  thoroughfare.  You  would  then 
admit  light  and  air,  and  give  the  people  a place  in  the  sun.  Besides 
which  the  passers-by  would  have  daily  ocular  evidence  of  the  condi- 
tions under  which  numbers  of  families  live  day  by  day.  This  vision 
would  have  more  effect  on  the  “yard  question”  than  quires  of  reports 
or  dozens  of  “inspections.”  As  a commencement  would  it  be  possible 
to  deal  with  Druids’  Arms  Yard,  and  Spencer’s,  or  Partridge’s,  which 
adjoin  each  other,  and  are  only  divided  by  a qi-in.  wall  5ft.  high.  If 
the  end  houses  were  removed  you  would  have  a public  thoroughfare 
80  yards  long,  by  i8ft.  wide,  which  would  be  a great  boon  in  giving- 
facilities  for  passing  from  Long  Street  to  Station  Street  and  vice-versa. 
It  may  be  too  much  to  expect  just  now,  but  I feel  sure  that  a few 
yards  treated  in  this  way  would  improve  the  health  of  the  town,  and 
would  remove  a good  deal  of  the  reproach  which  is  being  constanlh' 
levelled  at  the  Atherstone  authorities. 


Just  a word  or  two  as  to  TOWN  PLANNING.  Atherstone  collec- 
tively suffers  much  in  the  same  way  as  the  yards  do  individually.  Too 
cramped  and  huddled  together,  not  sufficient  perflation  of  air.  Take 
for  example  the  main  street,  which  is  1,000  yards  long,  with  an  aver- 
age width  of  1 2 yards,  and  yet  in  its  entire  length  there  is  not  one 
cross  street.  It  certainly  possesses  five  openings,  all  at  right  angles 
to  the  street ; narrow,  and  shut  in  by  high  buildings  on  each  side 
so  that  they  are  dangerous  both  to  drivers  and  pedestrians.  Cross 
ventilation  is  impossible,  and  in  consequence  the  ventilation  of  the 
town  is  twtperfect.  The  demolition  of  a little  propert>'  could  easily 
be  made  to  materially  improve  the  lungs  of  the  town.  If  the  pic- 
turesque “Old  Swan’’  could  be  allowed  to  absorb  the  house  above  it. 
and  in  return  take  down  its  angle  projecting  into  Welcome  Street, 
the  latter  would  open  full  width  into  Long  Street.  Then  the  removal 
of  Payne’s  \ard  opposite,  would  give  an  open  street  into  North  Street, 
and  provide  a current  of  air  from  the  Outwoods  to  the  Grove.  Or 
again,  at  the  rear  of  Taylor’s  Yard,  in  the  Hollow,  is  a piece  of 
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building  land  which  was  offered  for  sale  a month  ago,  but  not  sold. 
This  touches  North  Street,  and  if  the  cottages  in  Taylor’s  Yard  could 
be  acyuired,  there  would  be  a site  for  a good  street  from  North  Street 
to  Long  Street.  The  County  Council  might  be  approached  to  secure 
the  removal  of  the  police  inspector’s  house,  and  so  open  out  Ratcliffe 
Street,  and  at  the  same  time  do  away  with  a dangerous  corner. 

Possibly  the  “Red  Lion”  may  at  some  time  be  rebuilt  at  right 
angles  to  the  street,  and  so  allow  of  the  removal  of  the  stabling,  etc., 
which  now  forms  one  side  of  Hall  Lane,  and  so  open  Coleshill  Street 
to  its  full  width,  and  give  good  access  to  Long  Street. 

In  the  lower  or  Station  half  of  the  street,  there  is  a great  need  of 
a cross  road  into  Station  Street,  which  could  be  acquired  by  dealing 
with  Druids’  Arms  Yard,  as  I have  already  suggested. 

It  would  also  be  a great  boon  if  a good  road  could  be  made  either 
by  the  continuation  of  Garden  Row,  or  opening  a new  road  through 
the  “George  and  Dragon”  premises,  and  on  through  Freer’s  gardens 
to  the  Sheepy  Road,  so  as  to  divert  the  heavy  traffic  from  the  narrow- 
streets  opening  ino  Market  Place. 

I am  quite  conscious  that  such  schemes  would  be  costly,  and  not 
at  present  practicable,  but  I am  so  convinced  of  their  benefit  that  I 
am  of  opinion  the  outlay  would  be  remunerative  to  a certain  extent, 
for  the  new  areas  so  developed  would  afford  valuable  sites  for  a num- 
ber of  houses  or  buildings,  amongst  which  I hope  we  may  find  Public 
Baths  and  Washhouse,  than  which  nothing  is  more  needed  in  Ather- 
stone. 

Possibly  the  scheme  could  not  be  adopted  in  its  entirety,  but  if 
the  general  idea  were  approved,  it  might  be  gradually  effected  as 
opportunities  arose.  I am  sure  it  would  be  a good  investment  so  far 
as  improved  health  and  comfort  are  concerned,  and  I have  strong  hope 
that  even  financially  it  w-oulcl  not  be  ruinous. 

At  any  rate  the  health  ciuestion  is  one  that  is  demanding  more 
and  more  attention  daily,  and  as  the  L.G.B.  has  taken  for  its  motto, 
“A'nli/.s  pnpuU  suprema  lex”  it  might  be  advisable  to  begin  to  put  our 
house  in  order,  on  our  own  initiative,  rather  than  wait  for  pressure 
from  the  “powers  that  be.” 


Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  F.  HERRING  (M  0 H.) 


Atherstone,  February  13th,  1912. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate  519  ; illegitimate  14. 

Nett  deaths  in  the  year — legitimate  infants  56  ; illegitimate  infants  i 


Annual  Report 


AS  TO 

Sanitary  Insrection, 
Lodging  Houses, 
Slaughter  Houses, 
Canal.  Boats,  &c., 

DURING  YEAR  1911. 


SAMl.  beck, 

Cert.  R.  San.  Inst. 
Cert.  San.  In.  Board, 
Mem.  San.  Insp.  Assoc. 
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District  Council  Offices,  102,  Long  Street,  Atherstone. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ATHERSTONE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIl.. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  --eport  of  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health  and  sun- 
dry Acts,  which  devolve  upon  your  Authority,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1911. 

Sanitary  Work  and  Supervision. 

During  the  year  252  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  and  other  sanitary  requirements,  which  have  in  most  cases 
been  complied  with,  six  notices  only  being  outstanding,  which,  I hope, 
will  shortly  be  complied  with. 

In  no  case  have  legal  proceedings  been  necessary  for  the  abate- 
ment of  any  nuisance,  but  proceedings  were  taken  for  the  exposure 
of  a child,  while  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  i.e..  Scarlet 
Fever,  for  which  the  parent  was  fined  10s.  and  los.  costs. 

You  w'ill  observe  that  during  the  year  40  insanitary  privies  have 
been  converted  into  water-closets,  and  12  additional  W.C.'s  provided 
— a record  in  this  respect. 

The  provision  of  galvanised-iron  bins,  in  place  of  insanita-y  ash- 
pits, has  been  steadily  proceeded  with,  in  those  parts  of  the  district 
in  which  public  scavenging  has  been  adopted. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  variety  of  nuisances 
abated,  and  sanitary  improvements  effected,  a total  of  614. 


Public  Scavenging, 

As  you  are  aware,  this  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  in 
three  parishes.  The  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  with 
the  exception  of  some  parts  of  the  parish  of  Polesworth,  in  which  I 
have  received  a number  of  complaints. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  remains  practically  the  same  n the 
parishes  of  Polesworth  and  Hartshill.  Atherstone  shows  an  increase, 
owing  to  the  contractor  having  to  provide  a “tip”  for  the  disposal  of 
house  refuse. 

Many  nuisances  have  been  caused  in  the  parishes  of  Ansley  and 
Baddesley,  by  accumulations  of  refuse  and  the  indiscriminate  “tipping” 
of  the  same;  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Council  should  take 
into  consideration  the  adoption  of  Public  Scavenging  in  these  parishes. 
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Slaughter-Houses. 

There  are  now  26  licensed  or  registered  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district.  These  have  had  regular  inspection  during  the  year,  and  have 
been  periodically  cleansed  and  limewashed,  in  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  Bye-laws. 

Three  applications  for  slaughter-house  licenses  have  been  received 
during  the  year — one  being  granted,  one  refused,  and  one  lefern.'d. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. 

The  premises  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner  during  the 
year. 

They  have  been  periodically  cleansed  and  limewashed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Acts  and  Regulations  governing  the  same,  and  several 
structural  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  these  premises. 

They  accommodated  7.067  persons  for  the  night,  made  up  as 
follows : — 

Men  5,446,  Women  1,306,  Children  315. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Miikshops. 

The  register  of  these  premises  now  numbers  57,  five  certificates  of 
registration  having  been  granted  during  the  year.  These  premises 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  have  been  cleansed  and  limewashed 
in  accordance  with  the  Order  of  1885.  Many  improvements  ha^e  been 
carried  out  with  regard  to  lighting,  ventilation  and  drainage,  and 
several  cow-sheds  in  the  district  have  been  partly,  or  wholly  rebuilt. 
One  cow-shed  was  closed  as  being  unsuitable  for  purposes  of  milk 
production. 

One  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  a dairy,  the  milk  supply 
from  these  premises  being  prohibited  for  a period  of  14  days, 
from  the  removal  of  the  case. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 

The  register  of  the  above  has  been  kept,  and  now  contains  records 
of  the  86  workshops  and  nine  factories  in  the  district.  These  had  re- 
gular inspection  during  the  year,  and  27  notices  were  served,  in  con- 
nection with  the  cleansing,  lighting  and  privy  accommodation  of  the 
same,  all  of  which  have  been  complied  with. 

Twelve  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  received,  and  the  homes  of 
these  persons  inspected. 

infectious  Disease. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  tear  made  up  as  follows:  Scarlet  Fever  212,  Diphtheria  18, 
Erysipelas  19,  Typhoid  Fever  1,  Puerperal  T'ever  i. 

Of  these  71  were  removed  to  Hospital,  one  being  removed  to 
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Nuneaton  Hospital,  one  to  Tannvorth,  and  one  to  the  Workhouse  In- 
firmary. The  cases  treated  at  home  were  periodically  visited  to  .see 
that  all  precautions  were  being  observed,  a good  deal  of  negligence 
being  found. 

In  all  cases  the  houses  have  been  disinfected,  the  bedding  being 
removed,  and  the  walls  in  most  cases  being  “stripped'’  and  lime- 
washed.  Up  till  the  month  of  October,  the  bedding  was  removed  lo 
Nuneaton  for  disinfection;  but  since  then,  the  disinfection  has  been 
carried  out  at  our  Hospital  at  Archer’s  Hill,  Grendon.  One  house  has 
been  disinfected  after  a death  from  Phthisis,  and  one  after  a death 
from  Cancer. 

Eight  Schools  in  the  parishes  of  Atherstone  and  Polesworth  have 
been  disinfetced  by  “spraying’’  with  “Formalm,”  and  afterwards  being 
fumigated,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  County  Council. 


Housing  Act,  1909. 

Fifty-nine  houses  have  been  inspected  and  dealt  with,  under  this 
Act,  seven  of  which  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  no- 
tices have  been  served  for  the  work  necessary  in  order  to  put  the  other 
houses  into  proper  sanitary  condition.  In  all  cases  these  notices  have 
been,  or  will  be,  complied  with. 

Some  of  the  houses  which  were  closed  have  been  wholly  rebuilt 
and  reopened,  and  many  sanitary  and  structural  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  at  the  others,  bringing  them  into  a proper  sanitary 
condition. 


Cana!  Boats  Acts. 

A Report  has  been  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  of  the  work  carried  out  under  these  Acts,  which  shows 
particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Fify-one  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  eight  infringe- 
ments found,  for  which  notices  have  been  served,  seven  of  which  have 
been  complied  with,  one  notice  outstanding.  Total  occupying  133, 
being  58  men,  30  women,  and  45  children.  No  case  of  infectious 
disease  was  met  with,  and  the  condition  of  the  cabins  was,  on  the 
whole,  very  satisfactory. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BECK. 

Cert.  R.  San.  Inst.,  Cert.  San.  In.  Board, 
Member  San.  Ins.  AsSor. 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Hcluding  Inspeclions  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  o/  Nuisances. 


Number  of 
Written 

Premises  Inspections  Notices 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  i8 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  152  4 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  Report  178  iQ 


348  23 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  H.M. 


Inspecto 

Want  of  Cleanliness 21  21 

Want  of  \’entilation i i 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  i 2 i 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

bakehouses  (ss  97  to  100)  i i 

k 

24  25  I 


Home  Work. 

Lists  Workmen  Lists  Notices  Served 
Wearing  Apparel  (making,  etc.)  ...  7 83  i 16 


Registered  Workshops. 

Number 

Bakehouses  34 

Miscellaneous  52 

86 


Other  Matters, 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 

Number 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)  1 

-Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5);  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Other  


O'  >0 


Sootion  17  of  tha  Housing  Aoti  1303>  Atherstone  District. 
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